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37 |Hikers’ Parks

Start planning next year's vacation!
Here are the greatest backpacking
parks in the United States, chosen
for their scenery, solitude, wildlife,
and other hiker-valued qualities.
PLUS: 15 stellar trails to try.

BY ANDY DAPPEN

The Winners
38| Best Overall Park

Sapphire-blue lakes, trails leading
you to the realm of eagles, “crowds
consisting of you and a mountain
goat—what you'd expect from

“A Place So Close To heaven.”

BY DAVID PETERSEN
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84 | The Silver Wonder

An emergency kit doesn’t amount to a hill of beans
unless a few feet of duct tape are included. Here’s
everything you ever wanted to know about the sticky,
miraculous fix-all.

62 | Whoa, Nellie!

Anyone who's hiked behind a horse knows the damage
horses can do to both trails and your olfactory sensibility.
But some horsepackers are trying to clean up their image,
and the land. BY M. JOHN FAYHEE

76 | A Creature With Many Faces

New England is known for its cantankerous and moody weather, so
it seems fitting that Vermont's 270-mile Long Trail would be just as
unpredictable. BY CHARLIE WOOD

FIELD TESTS

84 | Convertible Tents

Roll back the top to catch the breeze, or batten down the hatches against
snow or sleet. The latest breed of convertible shelters provides comfort in
any season. BY DAN A. NELSON

92 | Vision Quest

Lightweight field binoculars can help you bag (visually,
that is) a rare bird or scout a route across wild country.
We tested five rugged, compact models.

BY PAUL CLEVELAND
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