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Nationai telemari skiiﬁg champion Chris Rice_ carves a p;th
around a pole on a slalom course during a practice at Park City.

Telemarkers Want
Place at 2002 Table

Demonstration
Status First Step

BY WiNA STURGEON
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

Chris Rice is a national champi-
on three years running.

Unfortunately, few people
know abeat him or his beautiful
sport, telemark racing,

The sport is ramed for the way
skiers turn: with one leg in front
of the other and both knees deep-
ly bent in a graceful swooping mo-
tion. It requires perfect balance,
coordination. and leg strength. It
is almost like ballet.

Telemarking began about 150
years ago in the region of Tele-
mark, Norway. There, a skier
named Sondre Norheim devel-
oped the first standard method
for turning on sids. Prior to that,
“people tried to step their skis
around as best they could, but
there was no established tech-
nigue,” said Rice.

Telemarkers, like cross-coun-
try skiers. have a “free heel”
binding that holds only the toe of
the baot to the ski. Unlike the stiff
plastic boot used by alpine, or
downhill skiers, the telemark boot
is flexible. allowing the foot to
bend. The sport combines ele-
ments of both cross-country and
alpine, but is slower and more
graceful.

But a sport today must have
Olympic acceptance to be luera-
tive and popular, no matter how
beautiful it is or how much athlet-
ic prowess it demands. The only
exception may be golf.

S0 Riee, 35, works to earn a
bare living during the spring,
sumnmer and {all and saves every
cent he can. Then he spends the
winter training and racing. This
winter, for the first time, he is
training in the Wasatch moun-
tains, with the Park City Master's
program.

While he trains, he is waiting.

“After Nagano, decisions will
start to be made for 2002, Riee
explains. “We are having our
Worid Cup {inals here. Four races
will be at Park City, two races wili
be at Soewbird. I believe mem-
bers of the Salt Lake Clympic Or-
ganizing Committee and the U.S.
Olympie Committee will he pre-
sent at our event to view our
sport.”’ :

Rice said that if SLOC decides
te include telemark racing in
2002, it will be as a cultural event
or a demonstration sport. But he
is hoping for eventual official
Olvmpic medal status.

“Even more than making the
Olymics, I want telemark racing
to become something people ap-
preciate and experience. [t de-
mands so much athietically. [

want people to see the most in-
credible skiers that ['ve ever
seen,” he said. His love for his
sport dictates every aspect of his
life, “It's a deep passion for me."”

Rire was an alpine racer as a
teenager. -

“But I was in the middle of the
pack as a ski racer, so then I be-
came just a free skier.” he said.

He stopped skiing while he
went to college, but then began
warking for a backcountry hiking
organization with a let of tele-
mark skiers.

"“From that point on, | began te-
lemarking,” Rice said. That was
in 1836, In 1990, he began racing.
He has been on the U.S. telemark
ski team for five years, and is the
top ranked telemark racer in the
country.

Internationally, telemark rae-
ing consists of three events, or
disciplines: slalom; giant slalom;
and a classic terraio race, which
consists of turns, jumps and 2
cross-country streteh.

As Rice practices for the cham-
pionships five days a week on the
Eagle Run race arena at Park City
Mountain resort, spectators stop
to watch him.

“Chris is definitely the best ath-
lete who trains with us. " said Mas-
ter's coach Bill Skinner. - His agil-
ity and ability to come down the
hili without a heel piece is impres-
sive,”

“"Rice persues his sport with all
his passion. He has never been
married. He has no girlfriend,
When asked to describe himself,
Riee said, “I'm a loner. I'm a gui-
tar player. I live in the moun-
tains."

“l persme my joys because
that’s what [ choose to dao, and
that’s how I find a deeper reward.
But if telemark racing does not
make the Olympics, on oue hapd
I'll see it as a missed opportunity
to progress. It should bounce up
agother level, But if it doesn’t, it's
still the same people getting to-
gether evary year and compet-
ing,” he said.

Yet if the SLOC decides to in-
clude telemark racing, it may be
too late for Rice. A few months
before those Olympics, he will
have turned 39.

“If it makes the Olympics, I will
be glad and proud. I'll be proud of
having helped fulfill that dream.
But I don't believe that in four
vears, I will be falling that much
down the raoks in the 0.8, he
said.

Rice knows that people will not
throng the sides of the race
courses during the champion-
ships. which are March 22-29, “{
wish they would,” ke said. T want
people to recognize that this id
truely an Olympic worthy event.
Right now, some of the best and
maost athletie skiers in the world
are telemarkers.”
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Jimmy Ludlow salls off the mid-
33rd Wednesday. Inset: John D

DAVE FIELDS/PARK RECORD

course jurp Wednesday. Ludlow finished
orsey raced for the first time this week,

Waser, Johansson take GS

W World Cup ‘tele’ racing continues at PCMR this
weekend with single-pole slalom and sprint classic

by Dave Fields
OF THE RECORD STAFF

Swiss telemark skier Marcel Waser
lopped the field of international skiers
competing in the World Cup giant slalom
held Wednesday at Park City Mountain
Resort.

Waser edged Antti-Pekka Auvinen of
Finland by a hall-second and in third place
was Biarne Rickardson of Sweden. The
lone American in the men's top 10 was
Chris Rice in fourth place. Rice hails from
the castern US. but moved to Salt Lake
this winter and (rained with the Park City
Masters,

Rice had a second-place finish in the
Snowbird GS earlier in the week. He said
his first run on CB’s was a little shaky but
be improved on the second. According 1o
Rice, training for telemark racing is much
like alpine.

“Most of the technical aspects carry
right over,” said Rice. “The differences are
relatively slight, the commonalties are
huge.”

Competitors skied from the top of CB%
around alpine-style gates but had to sail off

4 man-made jump about two-thirds of the

way down the run. Three pine bough lines
are marked in the snow and il competitors
don't reach a certain line they are penal-
ized with extra time. Racers must also turn
using the drop-knec telemark turn with
their ski boots at least one buol-lenpth
apurl. Penalties are assessed if the racers
use a paraliel turn,

Salt Eake racer Jimmy Ludiow, who
trains with the Park City Masters, said if
skicrs were coming out of there telemark
stance 1t was on the top portion of the
COLISE,

“Addot ol people were getting out of bal-
ance and going into a parallel,” said
Ludiow,

Backcountry telemark  skier John
Dorsey had never urned around a gate
belore this week-but thought he'd give it a
try, Even though most of this weeks races
are International Ski Federation-sanc-
tioned, Dorsey found out entrants needed
RO minimum race points or prior ricing
experience.

"I wanted to meet some fun [ree-heel
aficionados,” said Dorsey, 35, “l('s fun,
I'm a free-heel lover and figured some of

Please see ‘Tele’, B-11
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Dahl, Goicoechea Get Titles
In Snow Cup Skiing Event

BY CRAIG HANSELL
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

SNOWERIRD — An old name
and a new one will be added to the
aistoric Snow Cup after Sunday as
‘ormer winner Ivar Daht and Kali
3oicoechea earned the two-day
vietories.

While Dahl, a 29-year-old rep-
resentative of Technica Boots and
Volkl Skis, won for the second day
‘n a row, Kali placed second Sun-
day to Stacey Cash. Cash, 17, a ju-
ator at Boise High School had
fallen in Saturday’s race. With
aothing to lose Sunday, "I went
after the win,” she said. I was ail
aver the place.”

She will be hack at Snowbird
next month for the Last Chance
Slaloms to end the season.

Dzhl won the Snow -Cup four
vears ago on the same Primrose
run, while he was coaching at
Park City. This month, Dahl had
been assisting skiers at the U.S.
National Alpine Championships
at Jackson Hole, Wyo., and saw
the Snow Cup on the schedule.

He started No. 1 and had a per-
feet first-run course. The second
run was rougher, because he was
15th on the course. Of course it
might have been the two runs of
powder skiing between race runs
that colored his perception of the
second-run course.

Dahl will fly home to Lebanon,
N.H. today with another victory in
one of America’s more historic
avents. .

Goicoechea, 17, has skied with
the Sun Valley program for six
vears. A better slalom than giant
slalom skier, she will also return
here for the Last Chance Slaloms.

Although she graduates this
vear, Goicoechea plans to stay
with the Sun Valley program next
vear and attempt to make the U.5.

Ski Team.

Srew Cup
1, Stacey Cash, Bogus Baxin, 1:36.63. 2, Kuli Goicoechea,
Sun Valley, 1:38.03. 3, Maggwe Acker, Sun Valley, L3800,
Men — L. Ivar Dabl, Lebanon, N3, 13100 2, Jeremy
Stoddard, Seowbird, 13114 3, Ryan Forsih Thefll,
1:31.60.
(|

TELEMARK SKIING

., PARK CITY — Park City
resident Chris Rice skied two
runs without parallel penalties

.and placed second to Sweden’s

Bjarne Rickardson in the Great
American Telemark Festival
dua!l slatom on Clementine run
Sunday.

Americans skied well. Rice,
Reid Sabin and Neil Person,
both from Whitefish, Mont,
and Taug Boshen all finished in
the top nine in the men’s race.

Lesley Beck, from Scotiand,
edged Dana Breslau, Boston,

Mass., and Salt Lake Clty skier
Lori Stahler for the women’s -

win.

Skiers competed on two par- -

allel courses with the time from
each run added together for the
final result. Sunday's event did
not count for World Cup poinis
but it was a U.S.-points race.

Stagle-Pule Shalom
Men - 1, Bjarne Rickardson, Swaden, 1 minute 2613
seconds. 2, Cheis Bice, Park City, 1:26.23. 3, Reid Sahin,
Whitefish, Mont., 1:30.34
Wamen — 1, Lesley Berk, Seofland, 1:42.01. 2 Dant
Breslan, Boston, Ma, 1:43.45. 3, Lori Stabler, Salt Lake
City, 1:5270.
Work Cup Telemark
Fiza] Stapdings
Overall Men's World Cop final standings — 1, Maree}
Waser, Swinterland 2, Patrick Leopold, Swilzerland. 3,
Bjarne Rickardson, Sweden 4 Slein Kjarten Wik, Norway.
5, Antti-Pekiea Atvinen, Finland. Americans — 10, Cos
Riee. 28, Heid Sahen 33, Tang Roschen. 39, Scolt McGee.
Women — 1. Hegge Jobameson, Norway. 2, Maring
Branger, Switzerland, 3, Andrea Walker, Swihﬂhﬂi.
Americans — 13, Lori Stahles.
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Utahns Haddick, Wise Command
Moguls at Alta Telemark Festival

BY CRAIG HANSELL
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

ALTA — Utah skiers ruled the
Great Ameérican Telemark Festival
mogul competition Friday.

Seth Haddick won the men’s event
to extend his Alta telemark mogul
streak and Alta librarian Elizabeth
Wise put together the right mix of
turns with twister-spread eagle jumps
to earn the women's victory,

Although not a World Cup event,

_ Friday's Great American Tele Fest

mogul competition tested the free-
heel skiers’ turns, aerials and ¢ontrol

* down Stimulation run.
< Haddick, skiing for Salt Lake's Evo-

lution Ski Company, has won the last

- four Alta telemark mogul contests as
. well as the last four Breckenridge

Bumps Buffet events in Colorado.
A 10-year resident of Alta, Wise has

been a telemark skier for two seasons.
She manages to leave the library and
ski four days a week.

Skiing through a firm mogul field.
skiers popped everything from twist-
er-spreads, to helicopters and even =
somersault jump on their free-heel
telemark skis.

Telemark Festival action continues
today with a sprint classic terrain race
at Park City Mountain Resort, starting
at 9:30 a.m. The Tele Fest concludes
Sunday with a dual slalom on Clemen-
tine run at Park City. The festival has
attracted 60 men, 20 women and 25
masters skiers to conclude the World
Cup Telemark season.

. 1, Elizabeth Wise, Alta, 45.20 points. 2, Lasley Beck, Great

Brittian 4410. 3, Linda Peterson, Altx 3410
Men
lmwmﬂ}m\?ﬁ 4910, 2, Bill Lerch
Codorado, wm&mmcmmngs&me
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B Salt Laker's results are the best ever for an
American in World Cup telemark racing

by Dave Fields
OF THE RECORD STAFF

Chris Rice and Bjarne Rickardsson
dueled throughout last week’s Greal
American Telemark Festival and Sunday'y
dual-slalom on CB's Run was no excep-
tion.

After penalties were caleulated, Rice
e out on fap and concluded (he best
showing by an American in infernational
telemark skiing competition.

Rice, who lives part-time in Sall Lake
and ftrains with the Park City Masters,
placed second in both the giant slalom and
classic sprint. Rice also skied 1o a fourth-
place finish as well as two fifths.

“The atmosphere of the international
competition is exciting .} just find tha il
is such & heightened energy experience for
me - 1 just love it,” said Rice.

Before last week, the best American
finish in a telemark World Cup was a third.

Sunday’s slalom concluded nine days of
free-heel competition held at Park City
Mountain Resort {classic, sprint classic,
dual-slalom and giant slalom), the Utah
Winter Sports Park (jumping). Snowbird
(sprint classic) and Alla (mogul).

Rickardsson, a summertime electronic
salesman in Sweden, won Saturday’s sprint
classic and recorded a third and fourth in
the two PCMR giant slaloms as well as an
eighth at Snowbird,

Rickardsson's six top-10 finishes in
Utah move him 1o third for the now-con-

e | [ ] =

cluded telemark World Cup scason. Rice
finished 10th, another record for an
American telemark skier. Sunday’s slalom
race was not a World Cup event and did
not count toward the World Cup stand-
ings.

Befare winter returned to Utah Friday,
racers were turning on relatively soft snow
~ by racing standards. Rickardsson, who
deseribes his home snow as “blue ice,” said
he struggled with the snow conditions.

“I've been having problems with the
snow, it's much softer than at home,” said
the 29-year-old multi-sport athlete.

Rickardsson left Monday for Sweden
where he will compete in the Swedish
National Championship that includes tele-
mark, alpine and snowboard competitions.
Although he is an accomplished alpine
skicr and snowboarder in addition to
being one of the world’s best telemark
skiers, Rickardsson said his favorite is (ele-
mark. “The ski turns in a different way,”
Rickardsson said,

"The grueling format of classic racing, in
which racers skate uphill and ski over

Jumps, suits Rickardsson who calls himself

a technical skier with a strong upper body
that he uses to his advantage in the skate
races. Tt gels quite tiring,” Rickardsson
said of classic racing. “It's the most spec-
tacular for people to watch.”

Although the technique of telemark is
Lhe oldest skiing style, the equipment used
by the competitors was anything but
anlique. Almost all of the racers used

Orts.

" Park Record.
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Rice’s finishes make tglemark record books

]

DAVE FIELDS/PARK RECORD

Part-time Salt Lake resident Chris Rice (left) and Bjarne Rickardsson of
Sweden finished one-two in Sunday's slalom event at Park City Mountain

Resort.

hard-shell plastic telemark boots with
ratcheting buckles. The main difference
between the alpine and telemark race
boots is the flex point at the ball of the
foot.

The bindings ~ mostly cable or three-
pinfcable combinations — are mounted
atop risers to increasc angulation and pre-
vent the binding and boot from hitting the

snow while turning.

Some of the racers used telemark-spe-
cific skis while others used alpine skis.

Just like almost all of the other racers
competing at the Eagle Race Arcna, lele-
mark skiers wore skin-tight Iycra suits and
helmets,

World Cup telemark ruacing will return
to Park City next yeur.
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Telemark fest
iscomingto
Park City

by Jimmy Ludlow
SPECIAL TO THE RECORD

The free world descends upon the
Wasatch March 20th- 29th. That is the
free heel world.

Telemark skiers representing 12 dif-
ferent nations will be in Utah to com-
pete in the FIS Telemark World Cup
Finals.

The Telemark turn style is consid-
ered to be one of the original forms of
skiing developed in the Telemark region
of Norway in the mid-1800°s. Modern
telemark racing is comprised of three
events — the giant slalom, classic and
sprint class. GS, which is similar to an
alpine GS except that skiers go off a
jump mid course (typically 25-30 mph})
and are judged on time and style.

Failure to have a clean telemark tum -

and simultaneous transition between
turns can result in a one-second time
penalty. The classic terrain is a combi-
nation of the three Nordic disciplines
(telemark turns, jumping and skating),
in which skiers navigate a GS course
that includes at least one 360-degree
turn, a jump (distance and landing again
are judged) and a uphill skating section.

The third event is a sprint classic,
which is a shorter, two-run version of the
classic terrain race. Added to these races
will be a dual slalom on Park City
Mountain Resort’s Clementine race hill
March 29. The FIS World Cup races
begin at Snowbird March 21 and 23 with
a sprint classic and GS respectively. The
races then move 1o PCMR for the FIS
World Cup Finals March 25, 26, 28 and
29. In addition to the World Cup races,
the telemark festival events include a
Free Heel Fly In at the Utah Winter
Sports Park March 22 and a tele bumps
race at Alta, March 27 and apres ski
events nightly.

For more information about watch-
ing or volunteering at the Great
Amercan Telemark Festival contact the
festival organizer, Maurine Bauchman,
at 801-359-2554.

Although telemark is recognized by
FIS it still does not have Olympic status,
however, there is a strong international
push for Olympic recognition. Once you
have witnessed the pure athleticism
combined with the excitement of a high-
light film; you'll agree telemark is a truly
awesome sport.
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.. Swiss Set Pace
* At Snowbird’s

Telemark Meet

BY CRAIG HANSELL
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

SNOWBIRD — Swiss speed-
sters Andrea Walker and Patrick
Leopold made distinctive tele-
mark turns down Primrose run
and skied the fastest giant slalom
times as the Great American Tele-
mark Festival continued Monday.

Walker, 27, a ski instructor in
Switzerland, took up {felemark
skiing five years ago. She has
been racing on the World Cup cir-
cuit for four vears and finished
third last season in the giant sla-
lom standings.

Walker completed her runs in
2:02.84. Another Swiss skier, Mir-
ina Branger (2:02.98) was second
and Hege Johansson, (2:04.36)
from Norway, was third.

Salt Lake City's Lori Stahler |
earned the fastest time for an
American woman. Moanday's field
included former University of
Utah All-American alpine skier
Katja Lesjak, who skied for Slo-
venia in her first telemark race.

The demanding course began
near the Peruvian Lift top termi-
nal and wound down Primrose.
Skiers also had to clear a speci-
fied distance off a mid-course
jump. in addition to completing
each turn with a telemark, to
achieve the highest score.

Leopold made his two trips off
Primrose in 1:55.34. Utah resi-
dent Chris Rice, the three-time
U S. Telemark champion, earned
2 two-run time of 1:55.34 to edge
Norway's Stein Vik (1:56.88), the
World Cup Telemark giant slalom
points leader. Leopoldisina tight
battle with Vik for the World
Cup. _

Rice's plan: “Be aggressive on
the steep, then put it down and try
not to blow it.” He acknowledged
a little trouble after the jump, but
his time was still impressive.

Vik skied a blistering first run.
“The second run was not good.
The course had bumps in it and I
got thrown out of the course,”
said Vik. Asked his impression af-
ter his first race in Utah, “It is
very hot.”

Vik, 23, finished last season in
fourth place overall on the World
Cup standings. He had grown up
as an alpine skier and ski jumper
before concentrating on telemark

skiing when he was 16. With four
Utah Telemark Festival races
left, he hopes to fend off Swiss
ckier Patrick Leopold (No. 3 in
the standings) for the season title.

Telemark skiers have today off
and resume competition Wednes-
-day with another giant slalom at
Park City, starting at 9:30 a.m.

T} %‘Bq Sundd Mz 29, 1998 L.
Rickardson, Branger Win in Telemark

BY CRAIG HANSELL
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

PARK CITY — Skiers from
Switzerland and Sweden won
World Cup Telemark sprint clas-
sic races Saturday in the Great
American Telemark Festival.

Swedish skier Bjarne Rickard-
son edged Park City’s Chris Rice
for the men's victory and Switzer-
land's Marina Branger nipped
Great Britain's Lesley Beck.

The sprint classic — a shorter
edition of the classic terrain race
that combines giant slalom skiing
with a mid-course jump and cross
country skating section — started
below the Gotcha Face on CB's
run at Park City Mountain Resort.

The Great Tele Fest concludes
today with a parallel slalom. This
year’'s World Cup Telemark
champions will be announced to-
night in a banquet at the new Old
Mill Golf Course.

Women
1. Marina Branger, Switcerland, 2 minutes 20,21 seccnds. 2,
Lesley Beck Great Briain, 2:23.79. 3, Andrea Walker, Swilzer-
Jand, 2:2159, Dther Amerieans 7, Lori Stahler, 2:44.24. 11, Dapa
Brestay, Boston, 25872
¥en
1, Bjarue Rickaydson, Sweden, 201 81. 2, Canis Rice, Park C1ty,
204,39, 3. Maree! Waser, Switzerland, 2:05.02. Other Americans:
12, Reid Sabin, Montage 2:12.83. 18, Glenn Gustafson, Montana,
2:19.33. 20, Taug Boschen, Snowhird, 2:21.10.

O

SNOW CUP

SNOWBIRD — Ivar Dahl had
the fastest giant slalom trip down
Primrose run in winning the Snow
Cup. Sun Valley skier Kali Goicoe-
chea won the women’s Tace.

If both Dahl and Goicoechea can
hold onto their leads in the second
race today at 10 am., their names
will be added to the Snow Cup tro-
phy.

Gh;ls&hu
1, Ivar Dahl, independant, 1:3:,159, 3, Jeremy Stoddard, Snow:
bird, 1:36.90. 3, Bran medm:}mﬁ;k City, 1:38.17.
1. Kali Guicoechea, Sun Valley, Idaho, 1:43.07. 2, Vicki Bates,

Spokane Wash., 1:4349. 3. Christsl Wright Jackson, Wyo,
133,39,
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Craig Hansell/The Salt Lake Tribune

Joel Sather, a ski patro!fér at The Canyons, competes in his first World Cup giant slalom on
Wednesday at the Utah Telemark Festival. The race started at the top of CB's run at Park City.

Leopold Shrug

Telemarker Already
Owns Season Titleli

BY CRAIG HANSELL :
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE |

PARK CITY — It was not a
good day for Swiss skier Patrick
Leopold — but that was OK. |

Leopold had already won the
two Great American Telemark
Festival World Cup giant slaloms
at Snowbird and had won the
World Cup Telemark overall gi-
ant slalom title. The 26-year-old
skier placed fifth overall and
third in last year’s World Cup gi-
ant slalom standings. ]

Hege Johansson, from Norway,
edged Swiss skiers Andrea Walk-
ér and Mirjam Rubin for the
women’s victory. Swiss Marcel
Waser edged TFinland's Antti-
Pekka Auvinen and Swedish skier
Bjarne Rickardson for the men's
victory. Chris Rice, the Park City
resident and U.S. Telemark
Champion who trains on this hill,
was fourth. i

Leopold, a telemark skier since
1991, when he took up the sport at
the encouragement of his brother,

placed ninth Wednesday, He is
excited about his season title and
hopes the crown will bring him
help enough income to cover his
expenses, L

He said Snowbird, where he
was skiing faster, was his favorite
of the two Utah venues used this
week,

Wednesday’s giant slalom start-
€d at the top of CB's run at Park
City Mountain Resort and took
skiers over the same demanding
terrain tackled by World Cup al-
bine skiers in the annual Ameri-
ca’'s Opening World Cup races.
Down CB’s and Gotcha Face, past
the course elbow and overa jump,
the telemark skiers zipped to the
bottom.

“We've had every type weath-
er,” said top American Lori
Stahler. “It rained, hailed and
there was even some sunshine "

Stahler, a Salt Lake City resi-
dent, fell on her first run but
placed 11th,

Stein Kjartan Vik. a top World
Cup skier from Norway, had trou-
ble in Wednesday’s race and fin-
ished near the bottom of the rank-
ings.

Wednesday's field inctuded ski-
ers from Norway, Slovinia, Swe-

s Off Ninth-Place Finish

den, Finland, France, Japan,
Switzerland and the United
States. For some, like Joel Sather
a ski patroller at The Canyons, it
was their first trip through a
World Cup course. Sather placed
34th,

Competition continues here to-
day with two full classie terrain
races — one to make up an earlier
race that was cancelled in Eu-
rope. The classic terrain race is a
giant slalom combined with an up-
hill section.

Friday, skiers will tackie Stimu-
lation rumn at Alta in a dua] mogul-
skiing competition. The mogul
event is not part of the World Cup
competition. Friday evening, the
World Cup telemark community
will present a video to the Sajt
Lake Olympic Organizing Com-

- mittee, hoping to generate sup-

port for inclusion of the sport in
the 2002 Winter Olympics,

The American Tele Fest con-
cludes Saturday with a dual-for-
mat-sprint classic starting at 10
a.m.

Telemark Results
Fark City giant slaiom, women — |, Hege Johansson, Norway,
2 minutes 33.87 seccads for two runs, 2. Andres Waiker, Switzer-
land. 2:33 02, 3, Mirjam Rubin Switzerland, 3:37.13. Men — 1,
Marcel Waser, Switzeriand. 2:21.88. 2, Antti-Pekka Anvinen, Fin.
lang, 2:22 31 3, Bjarme Hickardson, Sweden, 2:23 14, 4 Chris
Rice, Pack City, 2:23.76.



Norwegians
Dominate
In Telemark

Unique Course Forces
An Uphill Ski to Finish

BY CRAIG HANSELL
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

PARK CITY — Norway’'s Hege
Johansson and Stein Kjartan Vik
found the right mix of speed and
endurance to ski to victory in the
Great American Telemark Festi-
val classic terrain race.

The telemark skiers started on
the top of CB’s run with a giant
slalom race. The course also in-
cluded a jump which each skier
had to clear by a specified dis-
tance, and a couple of spots where
skiers had to skate across the side
hill. Instead of the usual downhill
finish line, skiers had to skate
back uphill to the finish.

Vik took 2 minutes, 5.69 sec-
onds to complete the grueling
event ahead of Marcel Waser of
Switzerland (2:07.23), and Vik's
Norwegian teammate, Fridjof
Loen (2:07.54). Johansson won
the women's race in 2:18.98 to
give the Norwegians a sweep.
Swiss skiers Marina Branger
(2:22.32) and Andrea Walker
{2:24.69) followed.

Salt Lake City skier Lori
Stahler (12th, 2:40.09) and Park
City resident Chris Rice (fifth,
2:09.17) were the fastest Ameri-
cans.

Skiers completed the race with

Maced 27,1948
— 1 ]
l

i e

Craig Hansell/The Salt Lake Tribune

Hege Johansson of Norway skis to a win Thursday in the Great
American Telemark Festival Classic Terrain race at Park City.

an exhausted face plant into the
Snow.

“Qh, I'm sooo tired,” Johansson
said after finishing her second
complete classic race of the day.
As if one classic race wasn't
encugh, the skiers got fo do it
again later in a World Cup make-
up race.

Jchansson, 25, has been a tele-
mark skier for three years. She is
leading the World Cup Telemark
classic standings and is second in
the giant slalom standings.

“I like to compete and do a lot
of different things,’”” Johansson
said of the appeal of skiing elassic
telemark events. She had a sore
right knee — "I jumped 10 meters
too long, and it was flat,” she said
of a jump in Norway.

Most men crossed the finish and
crumpled. But Rice skated across
the finish and said: “No problem.
I'm in shape. It was good, very
good. Except for the jump land-
ing, I didn't feel any parallels
[turns not judged to be pure tele-
mark turns that result in seconds
added to a skier’s time] anywhere.
I felt strong and clean” with no
parallel penalties.

After he stood for a while at the
finish, though, Rice wavered. “My
legs feel like cement,” he said. “It
is creeping up on me.”

Rice and Johamsson will not
compete in the mogul skiing event
today on Stimulation run at Alta,
but they expect o race Saturday
and Sunday to conclude the Great
American Telemark Festival.
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World Cup Telemark Skiing

Salt Lake City, Utah
March 20-29, 1998

The Utah resorts of Snowbird, Alta and Park H % {'.,
City will be jammed with the best free-heelers I &b

from 13 countries competing in the World

Cup telemark finals during the Great
American Telemark Festival this week.

Telemark Racing

There are over 110 expert skiers slated to compete (surprisingly,
no Germans have shown up) at the home of the 2002 Winter
Olympics. And if organizers here get their way, many will be back
in four years to participate in telemark as an Olympic sport.

This Mountain Zone cybercast includes the three final World Cup
telemark races: giant slalom, classic and sprint classic. There will
also be two other FIS sanctioned telemark races (sprint classic
and giant slalom) and a rescheduled classic from a cancelled race
in Norway earlier this season.

The festival is also packed with local specialties like Teleworld
Bumps at Alta where local free skiing pinheads may make an
appearance, dual slalom at Park City, and the Free Heel Fly In
where participants can join in the local flavors of the Utah Winter
Sports Park for 18 and 38 meter jumps. We'll sprinkle a few of
these tidbits in with the rest of our coverage, because it's fun, it's
cool, and it's all good.

The festival provides an opportunity to demonstrate the potential
of telemark racing to the Olympic Committees. The participation
by racers from all over the world in this festival will assist efforts
by the United States Telemark Skiing Association (USTSA) and
the FIS Telemark Committee in bolstering international
enthusiasm for telemark racing.

Free your virtual heel and follow our pinhead reporters through
this Mountain Zone cybercast of the festivities.

— Michelle Quigley, Mountain Zone Staff

4/2/98 6:17 PM
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World Cup Telemark Skiing

Giant Slalom
Park City, Utah
Wednesday, March 25, 1998

Hege Johansson of Norway ate up this
course, skiing aggressively to win the

women's giant slalom, the first of three Hege Johansson (NOR)
World Cup final races in Park City this week.

Andrea Walker (SUI) took 2nd by a mere .05

and teammate Mirjam Rubin placed third.

Johansson is currently ranked 4th in giant

3 slalom FIS points going into these finals and
8. | Walker is ranked 5th. Sixth ranked Huguette

Braisaz (FRA) finished in 4th place.

" Andrea Walker (SUD)

The upper steep section of the course presented a few challenges
for the women. Leslie Beck (GBR) was forced to climb up a few
feet to round a gate when she slipped passed it, but still fmished a
respectable 5th place.

Norwegians were nudged out of the top four
in the men's by Marcel Waser from
Switzerland. In second was Antii-Pekka
Auvinen of Finland, third was Bjarne
Rickardson of Sweden and Chris Rice (USA)

took fourth place. Rice, who finished 2nd m
the week's previous giant slalom, was not
happy with his 4th in the finals.

Marcel Waser (SUI)

7 "I didn't crash, but I could have picked up a
| few tenths in the steep section," said Rice,
who felt confident he could improve his
standings in tomorrow's classic where he's
especially strong in the uphill sections.

Antti-Peida Auvinen (FIN) 144 Primozic (SLO) thought the course
setting was good. "It's my first telemark race. It's all Urban's fault
that T am here,” said Primozic. Primozic's teammate Urban Simeic
sent him out with telemark skis one day in Austria.

4/2/98 621 PM
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"I came back with an ugly face and said, 'give me the equipment,”
said Primozic. He placed 17th and Simcic was 43rd after losing a
ski after the jump.”

Mother Nature rolled dice with the weather today. Sunshine, hail,
rain, snow, wind and sunshine again sel an ever changing stage
for racing. Two tons of chemicals applied during the last two days
kept the course firm and preserved, and most of the competitors
said the course was in good shape and well set. The snow heId up
thmuauﬁm the day 1-;owdmﬂ a fair venue with little deterioration

A telemark giant slalom course is similar to an alpine giant sla..o...,
but with a jump that has distance and landing requirements. There
is a line after the jump that racers must clear or suffer a
one-second penalty. On top of that they must land in a telemark
turn — none of this parallel landing and sneaking the knee down

fater. 1f they don't land telemark, they get another second added
to their raw time, making it poss1ble two- second penalty if they
dom't stick the distance :».md landing requirements. In addition,

f‘ompe‘f itors must make telemark 1ums around every pate. Fs,et

1 "
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Click for Official Giant Slalom Results
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Sprint Classic
Park City, Utah
Saturday, March 28, 1998

Marcel Waser (SUI) finished ahead of
teammate Patrik L.eopold by .26 today,
decidedly snagging the men's overall by a Bjam?gﬁgrdso"
narrow margin. Going into this season's {inal

sprint classic, Waser had been second behind Leopold by a mere
four points.

Bjarne Rickardson (SWE) finished 1st, 2.67 ahead of second
place finisher Chris Rice (USA). This was Rice's 5th top-5 finish
out of six World Cup races this week. Waser finished 3rd and
Leopold 4th.

™ Marina Branger from Switzerland took 1st
- for the women. Leslie Beck (GBR}) beat her

*Z.

s, - own record from Thursday (3rd place in
Lo Ty classic sprint) by making this 2nd place finish
kS the best yet for Great Britain. Andrea Walker

Grete Flemmen (NOR) (SUI) finished third, .13 behind Beck. Hege
A Johansson, a lift operator in her native
Norway, won the women's overall title in spite of coming in 9th
in this race.

This sprint classic was the first ever dual format in World Cup
telemark racing. Though much was at stake for the competitors in
this final race of the season, there was much fun to be had in spite
of challenging conditions today. It dumped light Utah powder
(though discriminating locals boasted of lighter flufl) during most
of the race and at times visibility was minimal. However, the
course did stay nice and cold.

"The existing snow on this sprint classic course froze up so all
they had to do was clear it off to get to the ice, said Jim Ludlow,
president of the US Telemark Skiing Association (USTSA), local
Park City regular and racer, "whereas in the giant slalom and the
classic, it became granular and started to break away so salt was
applied to preserve the quality of the course."”

The sprint classic is a shorter version of the classic, with giant
slalom, jump, reipelykkja and a uphill sections to the finish line.
The dual format made an exciting day for spectators. Racers

1/14/2017 2:45 PM
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rounded the reipelykkjas (Norwegian for loop of rope)} from the
ouiside toward the center of the dual course — a few near misses
and one collision with no casualtics between former and current
USTSA Presidents Scott McGee and Jim Ludlow added to the
fun. Their skis scissored, but each managed to recover without
falling as they headed uphill for the finish.

Click for Official Sprint Classic Results.

— Michelle Quigley, Mountain Zone Staff

Telemark Preview
Giant Slalom
Classic
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